14       COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
saved from want" depends a good deal on the point
of view but, generally speaking, on the receiving
end it means a life without work.
Up until the time of the Armistice none of these
matters was serious because few people had the
leisure to express themselves. Had peace been made
say within a few weeks of the Armistice and all re-
strictions everywhere lifted, it is quite probable
that industry might easily have returned to an approx-
imate normal functioning. But as peace was not
made, the armies of England and of Germany were
gradually demobilized and industry could not absorb
the workers. It could not absorb them in Germany,
because the Allied blockade prevented both exports
and imports, while England, although not blockaded
by a recognized enemy, had just as tight a cordon
thrown about her shores by a multitude of govern-
ment regulatory boards and commissions.
The people, not finding work, at once turned to
their governments and asked that the promises
of support which had been so freely given be re-
deemed. They got unemployment allowances and
thereupon absolutely confirmed the growing impres-
sion that it would be easily possible to live without
work and that it was the duty of the corporation